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Just 23 percent of Spaniards die having prepared a will, and hardly any leave anything from their estate to an NGO. Following
the example of charities in other countries, several Spanish NGOs are encouraging people to leave a lasting legacy.
Meanwhile, the plot thickens over allegedly corrupt charities that have aroused the suspicion of authorities and donors alike.

The will to help others live

Belén Cebridn looks at the charitable opt:ons when decndmg the desnnatlon of your estate

pain’s leading charilies
are nsking the country o
simple question: “Would
you make a will 10 leave
a better world behind?™
The thought-provoking question
is part of new campaign j uinll‘y
organized by seven of Spain's
leading charitics: Aldeas Infan-
tilex, Unicef, Médicos del Mun=
do, Intermon/Oxfam, WWF/Ade-
no, Plun-Espafin, and Ami
Intemational. Its aim is to get
people to think about preparing
a will, and leaving behind some
of their worldly posessions 10 an
NGO when they die.

“Spain is 4 modern and ma-
ture society able to adapt to
change. We think that the iden
will take oot predicts Juun Car-
los del Olmo. general secretiry
of WWF/Adena.

The challenge Spanish NGOs
face is considerable. First up,
they need to get people to face
up to the subject of their own
mortality — a subJecI still taboo
here. Secondly, they need Lo per-
sunde them to leave money 1o a
chanty in their will, Bul most im-
portant of all, they need 16 in-
torm the public of the need for n
will in the first place,

ing
to & study by Daryl Upsall Ctm-
sulting Tnternational, which has
considerible experience of sup-
porting the fundmising activities
of NGOs in the United King-
dom, just 23 percent of Span-
iards die having made a will. Of
the BOG people the ny sur-
veyed throughout the Spain, not
oné person had even considered
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A demonstration by NGO Amnesty International, a popular choice for those who decide to leave some of their estale to charity, / Joan savcHEZ

lenving anything behind 1o an
NGO,

But in_other parts of the
world, NGOs have long derived
 significant part of their income

thanks 1o § more common-sense
approach 1o the realities of
death. In the United States, for
example, seven percent of the

funds raised by charities already
derive from inheritances: In Can-
ada, the figure i four percent.
And in the United Kingdom.

one in seven people choose to
leave something to an NGO in
their will, making up 33 percent
of chantable income — a figure

close to €2 billion, ding to

and should not — as it seems 1o
at the moment — instill fear in
most Spaniards, ‘says Andrés
Krakenberger. He 15 an active
member of Amnesty Internation-
al, and was president of the Span-
ish ‘branch between 1997 and
2001. For him, leaving money to
an NGO is simply another way
of contimuing his activitics while
alive.

“In the same way that when
we buy o house we register the
property by flling in forms, peo-
ple need to understand that it is
important to think about prepar-
ing a last will and testament be-
fore they die,” suys Francisco
Cuadrado, head of sales and
funding at Unicef. “What we are
doing with this campaign s sim-
ply planting ideas in gﬁople's
minds, and suggesting
paring a will ix 4 sensible idea,”
he conchades.

The €25,000 jointly funded
campaign directs people to a web-
gite  (wwwlegadosolidario.org)
and # public information. line
(902 010 60%),

Daryl Upsall is behind the ini-
tiative in Spain, and originally np-
proached some 20 charities, of
which just seven agreed o take
part. It says that the aim of the
campaign is simple: to make pea-
ple sware of the need to arrange
u will, inform them of how to do
so, and el them that part of
their inheritance can be lefi o a
charity without prejudicing or in-
fringing the rights of other fami-
Iy members. Around 50 percent
of those surveyed by the compa-

The NGO's job is to
inform-the public of
the need to make a will
in the first place

Of those surveyed, over
half had no intention
of making a will in the
next 18 months

Daryl Upsall.
A visit 1o the notary to pre-
pare your will is a rational act,

iy last year were unaware of how
the law regarding inheritances.
works.

The nwireness campaign's or-
ganizers have highlighted the
need to assure people that their
will respects the rights of their
h:gmml: heirs This issuc is par-
important in a country

such as Spain, where the law
states that af the deccased

children, one third of their inher-
itance must be distributed equal-
ly smong them. Another third is
distributed, although not neces-
sarily in cqll.n!. parts, among chil-
dren and other family members,
while a final third can be lefl to
non-{amily members and organi-

“We don't want 1o tell any-
body what they should or
shouldn’t do, and we qren't try-
ing to win them over to our
ideas, Our aim is simply to let
people know: that it is 8 good
iden to make a will, and that an
inheritance 18 a popular way to
confinue contributing to a cause
they might belicve in, " says Mac-
wrena Céspedes, head of commu-
mication at charity Plan-Espafia,
“We also want people to know
that leaving an inheritance is
compatible with family interests
and obligntions.” she says.

And in fact, despite the low
figures suggested by the survey,
some of the charities taking part
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in the campaign do occasionally
receive money or property from
wille One well-known and very
visible example is a palace in
Seville that is now Unicel’s head-
quarters in the city. The UN chil-
dren’s organization says that it
received around €1 million in do-
nations that had been be-
quenthed 1o them, But most char-
ities say that inheritances make
up a tiny amount of the money
they receive from the living.

Daryl Upsall says that its re-
search shows that 20 percent of
these it questioned who had pre-
pared a will would be willing to
change it to include an amount
destined to n charity — the sums
involved need not be huge, as any
amount can help. Aldeas Infan-
tiles, for example, points oul that
€3,000 is enough to meet the
needs of o child in o village in
rural Latin America. A further
€840 would allow Intermon/Ox-
fam to run four mobile health
clinics that can care for 7,200 peo-
ple in the Indian region of Punc.

According to Daryl Upsall's
survey, which was carried out
last winter, Spaniards lag behind
their European cousins when it
comes 10 prepanng a will — re-
gardless of their age or income
In short, they are still very reluc-
tunt to face up 10 the taboo sub-
Ject of death, and put off making
o will until it is too late So,
which Spaniards are best in-
formed about wills, and most in-
clined 1o Jeave something to an
NGO when they die?

The survey took its sample
from throughout the country,
with the exception of the North
African enclaves of Ceuta and
Melilia. In to1al, 800 people aged

30 und 75 were 'ques-
tioned, of whom 42 percent were
middle-class and 37 I;cmenl low-
er or lower-middle class,

The results showed that wid-
oWeTs were most aware over the
need to make a will. Some 42
percent of men whose wives had
died’ hud alrcady  prepared
theirs, compared to 26 percent
of married men. Among the sin-
gle, jusi three percent had pre-
pared a will,

The results show that a visit
to the notary is way down on the
list of most Spaniards’ priorities
— just under 23 percent of those
surveyed had prepared a will.
Some 618 respondents didn’t
have a will, and of those, 471 had
no intention of making one in
the next 18 months Those that
didn't know or wouldn'l answer
numbered 105, while just 42 said
that they thought making a will
now was & good idea, the majori-
ty of whom were aged between
50 and 64, Around 20 percent of
those surveyed who said that
they had already prepared a will
said they were prepared to
change it now that they knew
they could leave money to an
NGO,

If the survey’s results can be
applied 1o Spaniards in gencrul,
then NGOs will not be secing u
significant increase in contribu-
tions in the near future via this
method. OF those surveyed that
hid still not prepared their last
will and festament, a whopping
77 percent said that if and when
they prepared one, they would
not leave anything to either an
NGO or the Church, Only two
m’:ﬂ! siid that they would

something to cither. Just
eight percent said that they
would leave money to a charity,
while one percent said thal they
would give part of their inherit-
anee to the Church.



